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Dear Parents/Guardians,
We have been directed by our Academy Trust to introduce a two week half term from October 2025. So please take note of the holiday dates that show October half-term covers Monday 20th October—Friday 31st October 2025.

This two week plan has been introduced after detailed discussions with everyone involved. As you know we currently have a soft start where children can come in from 8.20am for an 8.30am start. 
To ensure children do not lose out on learning time due to this change and to enable all of our children to learn more we will make the finishing time 3.10pm for all children from Reception—Year 6.  This extra 10 minutes a day/50 minutes per week will equal one extra week over the year so this allows for an additional week in October.

 There are many advantages to families and to the school in making these changes.

1. In the run-up to Christmas, we have high levels of sickness across the school as the half-term is too long. A two week October break will mean children and staff will be less exhausted and this should improve attendance.
2. Many families would like the opportunity to take cheaper holidays and some take children out of school to visit family. This means travel prices will be cheaper at this time.
3. Recruiting and retaining quality teaching staff is a challenge in London, and this will be an incentive to teachers to want to work and remain at St Mary’s. 

To support working parents, we will consider offering a holiday club for the second week from Monday 27th (times and costs to be confirmed). Please email the school at admin@marycps.brent.sch.uk if you are interested.
 
Please take note of the dates and do not take holidays in term time. We will officially start these new times in the new school year (September 2025). Gates will open as normal for year 1 – 6 from 8.20am, school will start at 8.30am and school will finish at 3.10pm. 
 
Yours sincerely,

Bridget Pratley
Headteacher
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